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Synopsis
An in-depth, multidisciplinary look at the approaches of society to domestic abuse.
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Customer Reviews

"This is a must-read book for anyone concerned with ending intimate partner violence against
women. Goodman and Epstein provide a thorough and critical analysis of system responses to this
problem followed by concrete recommendations for improvement. Throughout, survivors’ voices and
experiences are central. | will recommend this book widely." -- Cris M. Sullivam, PhD, Professor of
Community Psychology, Michigan State University, Lansing"This is an important book that
refocuses contemporary mental health and legal advocacy for victims of domestic violence on the
roots and principles of the early battered women’s movement. The authors thoughtfully critique
‘'one-size-fits-all’ responses to domestic violence. It is a book that will be useful to domestic violence
advocates in a wide variety of fields." -- Elizabeth M. Schneider, Rose L. Hoffer Professor of Law,

Brooklyn Law School; author of Battered Women and Feminist Lawmaking

Lisa A. Goodman, PhD, is an Associate Professor in the Department of Counseling, Developmental,
and Educational Psychology at Boston College, and Coordinator of the Mental Health Counseling
MA Program. She is the author of over 65 articles and book chapters on institutional and community

responses to intimate partner violence; the effects of partner violence on marginalized women,



including homeless, low-income, and severely mentally ill populations; and innovative
community-based mental health practices for vulnerable populations. She has received grants from
the National Institute of Justice and the National Institute of Mental Health to pursue research in
these areas. Lisa is co-chair of the American Psychological Association’s Task Force on Male
Violence Against Women; co-founder of the ROAD (Reach Out About Depression) Resource Team,
an advocacy project for low-income women struggling with depression in Cambridge, MA; and
Director of Field Research for the Full-frame Initiative, an organization working towards social
change for marginalized women. Deborah Epstein, JD, is a Professor of Law at Georgetown
University Law Center, Director of the Domestic Violence Clinic, and Associate Dean for Clinical
Education and Public Interest & Community Service Programs. She helped lead an effort to design
and implement one of the nation’s first specialized domestic violence courts in Washington, D.C.,
and served as Co-Director of the court’'s Domestic Violence Intake Center. Her scholarship analyzes
contemporary efforts to reform systemic responses to those in abusive relationships, and suggests
new ways to improve the legal system. She is Chair of the DC Domestic Violence Fatality Review
Board, and has served on the DC Mayor’'s Commission on Violence Against Women, the DC
SuperA A-ior Court DomesA A-tic Violence CoordiA A-nating Council, and the DC Coalition

Against Domestic Violence Board of Directors.

This book is one of the most important books on domestic violence to be published in the last 10
years. Lisa Goodman and her colleagues are doing truly innovative work to bring new insights to the
problem of battering. They understand what many in the field still do not--that a woman’s informal
social networks and ability to gather financial resources are what really make a difference to
long-term coping. Perhaps even more importantly, they understand that battering is a complex
problem that affects each woman differently, depending on the other realities of her life. Their ideas
for "bridge funds" as a new approach to services for battered women particularly has merit. Read

this and then read everything else you can get your hands on by this team!

There are many books out there about intimate partner violence but none are as cutting edge as
this one. This book is going to be helpful for all - from those who know little about the problem to
those who are on the ‘front lines’ in the fight against violence against women. Goodman and Epstein
are honest about the problems facing mental health providers, advocates, and those in the justice
system, and they call for change on behalf of the women who need it the most - victims and

survivors. The book provides an overview of the problem of IPV (its present and historical scope



and impact), a comprehensive critique of each system’s response within its own historical context,
and future directions for us all to move in. It is full of important information and new ideas and most
importantly, it's very readable. As a former domestic violence advocate, | see this as an important

book for all of us in the field.

This is an absolutely wonderful book that covers key points of the survivor-centered approach to
advocacy in the areas of: the Justice System, Mental Health, and Advocacy. It also provides a

review of the background related to the battered women’s movement/history.

| was impressed with how new the book was. It's brand new & alot cheaper than those sold at our

bookstore.

This book proposes a radically new way of helping battered women: instead of requiring battered
women to accept solutions that seem "right" to the experts but may not work for the women
themselves, the women should be empowered to shape their own solutions. The book challenges
advocates, prosecutors, and mental health workers to listen to battered women instead of dictating
to them and to craft solutions that reflect the battered women’s own needs and priorities.The
authors point out that many current policies meant to protect battered women from their abusers --
such as mandatory arrest, "no drop" prosecution, enforced separation from the batterer, and so on
-- may not reflect the woman’s own priorities. Of course, all battered women want to end the
violence, but they also want to presreve outside sources of income, keep their families together,
maintain community ties, and avoid immigration problems, among other things. Many existing
policies to help battered women (often designed with white, middle-class women in mind) interfere
with these priorities and can actually discourage battered women from seking help. It is time for the
"experts" to realize that the woman herself is the best "expert" about her own needs.The authors
begin their book by reviewing how three different groups -- domestic violence advocates, mental
health workers, and prosecutors -- have attempted to help battered women over time. They trace
how a Feminist approach that emphasized empowering the battered woman gradually evolved into
a system in which experts and professionals force rigid solutions onto victims. The experts and
professionals mean well, of course, but they are primarily accountable to constiuences other than
the women (e.g., government agencies, funding sources, professional societies) and therefore
cannot be flexible even when the solutions they are forcing on women are not working for them. The

authors’ solution: return battered women to the center of the process and let their voices be heard



the loudest.This book represents the next generation of thinking about battered women and is a

"must read" for anyone involved in helping domestic violence victims. | highly recommend it!

This book forced me to confront false perceptions | had about who the women being battered are
and why they are being battered. These incidents are not occurring equally across all
socio-economic groups. They are happening mainly to women of color at the lower end of the
socio-econimic scale. While it once made sense to frame this issue as something that happens to all
women everywhere, so that the moral and political will could be built to address it, that notion is now

clearly hurting the effort to deliver services to those that need them the most.

Any of us who are aware of and/or concerned about domestic violence walks in with a set of
perceptions, biases, opinions . . . but very few of us bring a solid foundation in research and
analysis of the topic. The authors have done a great job of assembling the key pieces to help us
better understand the issue, the reasons that our current best efforts may not be the right ones, and
offer alternatives that could have far more impact. I'd say that this is the best book on the topic that
I've read.
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